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? What 
Is  

Common 
Core 



•  Why and who? 
•  Criteria for development  

of standards 
•  Adoption status 
•  High-level implementation issues 
•  Timeline 

What Is 
Common 
Core? 



•  How teachers should teach 

•  All that can or should be taught 

•  The nature of advanced work beyond the core 

•  The interventions needed for students well below grade level 

•  The full range of support for English language learners and 
students with special needs 

Intentional Design Limitations 
What the Standards do NOT define… 



Implementation Efforts 

•  Six district pilot project 

•  Two large-scale assessment consortia 

•  Implementation for English Language Learners 

•  Parent guides 

•  Accountability Taskforce 

•  Future governance 



General Timeline 
2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 

Phase 1 
Awareness and 
understanding, 
alignment, and 
adoption 

Phase 2 
Build statewide capacity, 
collaborate to develop and 
align resources and materials 

Phase 3 
Professional 
development 
and classroom 
transition 

Statewide implementation 
through the assessment system 
(pilot in 2013-2014, statewide 
assessment in 2014-2015) 

Phase 4 



Implications 
for the Arts 



Implications for the Arts 

•  Early work on new arts standards 

•  “Correlation” of existing arts standards and 
curricula with Common Core ELA and Math 

•  Technology’s major role in Common Core 
 



•  Room for expanded and alternative text  
and a need to assist traditional text 

•  Performance-based aspect of the arts 

•  Examples of the arts studded into the ELA 
standards by design, to signal intentionality 

Implications for the Arts 



DESIGN 

CONNECT 

SYNTHESIZE 

APPLY CONCEPTS 

CRITIQUE 

ANALYZE 

CREATE 

PROVE 

ARRANGE 

REPEAT 

RECALL 

RECITE 

CALCULATE 

DEFINE 
IDENTITY LIST 

LABEL 
ILLUSTRATE 

MEASURE 

REPORT 

QUOTE 

MATCH 

STATE 

TELL 

WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY 

MEMORIZE 

TABULATE 

RECOGNIZE 

NAME 

USE INFER 

CATEGORIZE 

COLLECT AND DISPLAY 

IDENTIFY PATTERNS 

GRAPH ORGANIZE 
CLASSIFY CONSTUCT 
SEPARATE MODIFY 

CAUSE/EFFECT PREDICT 

ESTIMATE 

COMPARE 
RELATE 

INTERPRET 

DISTINGUISH 

USE CONTEXT CUES 

MAKE OBSERVATIONS 

SUMMARIZE 

SHOW 

REVISE 

APPRISE 

CRITIQUE 

FORMULATE 

HYPOTHESIZE 

CITE EVIDENCE 

DRAW CONCLUSIONS 

EXPLAIN PHENOMENA IN TERMS OF CONCEPTS 

USE CONCEPTS TO SOLVE NON-ROUTINE PROBLEMS 

DIFFERENTIATE 

INVESTIGATE 

COMPARE 

DEVELOP A LOGICAL ARGUMENT 
ASSESS 

CONSTRUCT 

 
 
Example  
How the Arts 
Have Meaning in 
Common Core 
 
 
 

LEVEL ONE 
(Recall) 

LEVEL 
TWO 
(Skill/ 

Concept) 

LEVEL 
FOUR 

(Extended 
Thinking) 

LEVEL THREE 
(Strategic Thinking) 

DESCRIBE 
EXPLAIN 

INTERPRET 



Can Common Core reach full 
fruition without the integration  
of the arts? 
 

Implications for the Arts 



What We 
Can Do 



•  Learn more about the Common Core 

•  Work more closely with public education funder colleagues 

•  Engage in deeper discussions with grantees about how they 
view and integrate Common Core Standards 

What We Can Do 



•  Look for projects that seek to place the arts in a central 
role within Common Core Standards 

•  Seek an advocacy role to ensure the arts do not get 
squeezed out  

•  Continue this discussion! 

What We Can Do 



Thank You 


